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September 9, 2011

The Honorable Barbara Boxer

Chairwoman, Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works 

U. S. Senate 

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Doc Hastings

Chairman, House Committee on Natural Resources

U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairwoman Boxer and Chairman Hastings,

The organizations represented on this letter stand in strong support of reauthorization of the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (Foundation).  As grant recipients and partners of the Foundation, we recognize the important role of the Foundation in leveraging federal funds with private sector contributions to conserve fish, wildlife, and their habitats.  We applaud Congress for establishing the Foundation in 1984 and respectfully ask for your leadership in continuing their work in the future.

For more than 27 years, the Foundation has been a vital source of funding for voluntary, non-regulatory, on-the-ground conservation efforts that directly benefit the sporting community through improved fish and wildlife populations and hunting and angling opportunities.  As directed by Congress, the Foundation establishes partnerships among federal agencies and corporate partners to catalyze investments for fish and wildlife conservation.  For every federal dollar invested in the Foundation, more than three dollars is delivered to the ground for conservation.  

Across the nation, Foundation grants are conserving working landscapes, improving public access, and fostering innovative strategies that maximize species and conservation outcomes.  In addition, the Foundation has developed a focused strategic plan based on national, regional, and local conservation needs.  Program performance is monitored and evaluated on an annual basis to ensure that grant dollars are allocated only to the most cost-effective and conservation-efficient projects.  These efforts benefit natural resources while positively impacting local economies through enhanced recreation, tourism, and other business activities.
The Foundation has demonstrated its unique ability to leverage federal funds and bring together public and private entities to implement coordinated conservation strategies through grant-making programs.  For example, the Foundation’s strategic response to the Deepwater Horizon oil spill helped assure that marine, migratory bird species and wetland resources were conserved outside of the immediate spill zone through willing public-private partnerships.  The Foundation is uniquely positioned to capitalize on such conservation opportunities.  Once again, we ask for your support of the Foundation’s reauthorization and public-private partnerships for fish and wildlife conservation.

CC:

The Honorable James Inhofe, Ranking Member, Committee on Environment and Public Works

The Honorable Ben Cardin, Chairman, Subcommittee on Water and Wildlife

The Honorable Jeff Sessions, Ranking Member, Subcommittee on Water and Wildlife

The Honorable Ed Markey, Ranking Member, Committee on Natural Resources

The Honorable John Fleming, Chairman, Subcommittee on Fisheries, Wildlife, Oceans and Insular Affairs

The Honorable Gregorio “Kilili” Sablan, Ranking Member, Subcommittee on Fisheries, Wildlife, Oceans and Insular Affairs

