September 30, 2011

The Honorable Doc Hastings

Chairman

Committee on Natural Resources 

U.S. House of Representatives 

1203 Longworth House Office Bldg.

Washington, D.C.  20510

The Honorable Edward Markey 

Ranking Minority Member 

Committee on Natural Resources 

U.S. House of Representatives 

2108 Rayburn House Office Bldg.

Washington, D.C.  20510

Dear Mr. Chairman and Ranking Member Markey:

A number of national hunting, wildlife conservation, and shooting sports organizations representing millions of sportsmen and women recently sent you a letter of support on H.R. 2834, the Recreational Fishing and Hunting Heritage and Opportunities Act.  The Public Lands Foundation would like to add our voice to that letter.

 

The Public Lands Foundation is a nonprofit national organization incorporated in 1987 to support keeping public lands in public hands, embracing multiple use management of the public lands managed by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), as prescribed by the Federal Land Policy and Management Act (FLPMA), and following sound environmental principles.  We are a membership organization whose members are predominantly retired former employees of the BLM.  As such, our membership represents a broad spectrum of knowledge and experience in public land management.

 

The bill establishes that fishing, hunting, and recreational shooting are important and traditional activities on national forests and public lands administered by the U.S. Forest Service (FS) and the BLM.  It provides a clear statutory place and protection of the described activities, similar to those placed in law for most other uses and values occurring on these lands.  

 

The provision in the legislation regarding planning activities is essential to the future of recreational fishing, hunting and shooting as they are often overlooked or avoided.  So, too, is the provision limiting liability.  Although recreational shooting has a better safety record than almost every other use of public lands, including hiking, liability is used as a reason not to identify or designate, in the planning process, those lands that are better suited to that activity.

 

Our understanding of the wilderness provisions of H.R. 2834 is that the provisions would not open designated wilderness and wilderness study areas on BLM-managed public lands to mechanized or motorized vehicles or equipment or subject these lands to impairing activities.  Nonetheless, we would support language revisions intended to clarify the wilderness sections of H.R. 2834.

 

Thank you for your consideration of our views.

 

Sincerely,

 

 

/s/ Henri Bisson bcm

 

Henri Bisson, President

