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OOHSDJER "‘1}'.,}\‘1‘ YOU CAN DO

For the first time since 1812, attacking forces have lam:!ed
upon Anerican soill

This is a dreadful situation—one which every American rmust
meet squarely and with all the strength that he can muster,

A group of us in the Director's office werc discussing this
war situation the other day and attempting to satisfy ourselves
as to just how we, as Government employees, can best serve our
count.rr 3

And then, sorceone said, "Yhy, we have a contract to serve
Uncle Sam that we made when we tock our oath of office,”

It has been quite a vhile since I took that cath, Very few
in the group remerbered what it said. One roung lady said she
renembered it was "Form 8.," A vetcran of the last war said, by
that oath ™wo promised to mrotect our countre."

Well, we went scurrying for a copy of."Farn 8—Oath of Office,"

. This iz how it read:

I do solannly swear (or affirm) that I will suppeort
and defend the Constitution of the .United States agzainst
ALL ZUE!IES, FONEIGH A)D DOIESTIC: tibat I will bear true
faith and a‘lwia“ce to the same; that I take this oblipation
freely, vithout any mental reservation or purpose of evasion;
and that I will i:cll and faithfully discharge the dutics of
the office on which I an about te enter, SO HELP IE GOD.

"That's the wery scrme oath an officer in the United States
Arny takes," said the World ¥ar veteran, "™e have the same re-
sponsibility to the country as the soldier or the sailor or the
marine who protects our lives and our hc...s vith mochine guns and
bulletsi The only difference is that we serw in 2 different way.
If wve fail to do out part we cripple the armed services and when that
happens the whole thing falls apart,"

The words in that oath of office may not be included in your
or ry- "job descripticn® but they are nart of our obliration amd as
Departient of the Intericr
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a part of Uncle Sam's civilian army we are-—cach and cvery one of uS—
pledged to defend owr country against "all enomies,”

Have you ever stopped to think that your status as a Government
employre is a bit different than your neighbor who is a banker, or
a morchant, or a carpenter? You are a public servant in a great
civilian armr. Duwring war and peace you rcpresent the Eation in
everything that you do,

You ARF the government, ... ..

Be FIEST to accept the grim rcality that this Ration is now
in this war--all thc way—a situation described bty owr President
as "he most tremondous undertaking of our American history."

Be FIRST to offer your services to your local defense board.

Be FL’!S'T‘ to buy defense bonds and stamps,

. Be FIRST to stand by, ready for ANY emergency,

Consider what YOU can do.
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CONFERENCE POSTPONED

The regional grazicrs! conference, scheduled for December 8 to
18, adjowrned a2t noon the first day following discussion relating to
the sariousness of the national cmerpency as brought heme to Americans
everywhere by the sudden attack, Deccmber 7, on United States posscs—
sions in the Pacific,

In bringing the conference to an abrupt closc, Director Rutlodge
said he beliowed it advisable for all regicnal sraziers to be at
their posts of duty to toke care of defense activitles,

Y¥ost of the ren attending the mecting were en route to the
Director's office when first word of the attack in the Pacific was
received,
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THAT 70 DO ~

_ Evonts of recent weeks have brought forcibly home to us the
fact that actual attack by agrressors on vital Anerican defense



projacts in our towns—in fact on our own homes and property—is a
grim possibility, ' e : "

That we ray fully realize this fact and knom cxactly how to
conduct oursclves undcr such conditions, Diroctor Rutledge callad
together all employees of his office and explained what we can do
to help the most and hirdor the least should such an unhappy
situation come to pass, <

--AS soon as the alarm signal indicating the actual approach
of planes is rcceived, turn off all lights in your home and de not
turn then on again until the windows have been carefully nasked or
the all-clear signal has been givene S

—If you are in an automobilc, bring the car to mw irmediate
halt and extinguish the lights. You noed not remain in the car if
it is parked in a reasonably safe placcs ‘

~Operators of resturants, theaters, nnd other public placos
opon at the time of the alarn should take precautions to protect
their reccipts, cextinguish e)l lights, and urge their customers to
remain scated and kecp calmuntil the all-clear egignal is sounded,

.—Obsorve the instructions issued by the Office of Civillan
Defense for the guidance of the peeple in casc of air raids:

Stay home, The safest place in an air raid is home,

§ If you are aray from hore, got under cover in the
nearcst shelter. Avoid crowdod places. Stay off
the streets, - .

The ecnemy wants you to run out into tho streets,
create a mob, start a panics DON'T DO ITI -

Should gns be used, ro at once to the rost "inside"
room in ;our houss (fewost doors and wirdows), Paste
paper over zlass. Stuff rage in window cracks and
under doors. ) )
But above all, KEEP COOL, STAY FOIE,
-=RR -

That first borb that burst uwpon the beautiful isle in the
Pacific accorplished one thing the attackers must have failed to
realize, It gave new maaning and value to imerica and to owr domo-
cratic way of life. It put unworthy, trivial events out of mind,
It added new beaut;” and strength to people and things about us,

It unlcashed a prin deterrination to keep Anmerica safc fron dis-~
honorable .asggressors|
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The Director's offiecc has pledged 100 nercent strong to .
purchase National Defensc Fonds and Sterps, Total purchases among
the 69 employces of the notional headquarters office, on December 1,
totaled over $6,000, Ionthly pledges amount to well ever 3500 exclusive
of certain specific pledges to be met at irregular intervals,

HOBILIZATION DAY

"s « o During this war, agricultural rcscarch and every other
government activity become a matter of priorities, We mst de the
things rost important to do now and at once, We must rarshal our ovm
and tho Nation's manpower and resources to do the job at hand most
effectively, « » ’

"e rust po directly to the heart of a problem; we rust concen~
+trate on the rmeat-and-potato course-——not the salad and dessert cowrses 3
we must win this war with the knowledge we have at hand-—cven if that
information represents only 50 percent of the total picturc.

"then a great fire rages in a city, all fire companies fight to
put -out fires, They no longer have time to do research on the senoral
subject of putting out fires, they no longer have time to devisc botter
equinment to be usad, and they no longor havs time to drill., It may
be that their knowledre and techniques -and coordination could be ime
proved before iackling the great fires, but thoy do not have time.
Agricultural rescarchers are in this same situation right now,

Mie st bring our equipment and training to bear on hypothetical
tactical questions, such as ow Army's General Staff raises in making
rilitary plans. This is the kind of rescarch that cnabled Hitler to
prepare for every possibls situation,

"Research in this country lepitiretely can concentrate on rrobable
sltuatlions that will arise durine the wer. This roscarsh will ¢ cngist
of eccnorde and social analyscs that will directly aid in winning the
war and of plarning that will minimize dislocations both during and
after the var. But agricultural rosearchers ray have to rive answeps——
even on th: basis of 50 percent or loss evidence—to questions coning
ow of cxtreme situationse. o " By !, M, Kelso, in Land Policy Review,
Decerber 1941,




